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edited under Sixtus V, and Clement VIII.
The Jesuit Cardinal Bellarmine shaped the
controversy with Reformers into the position
which it kept afterwards until Joseph de
Maistre gave It an entirely new basis.
Cardinal Baronius, the Oratorian, published
In eleven folios a history of the Church that
for largeness of design and patience of learning
has never been surpassed. But while Rome
was concentrating her forces, " the first
explosion of private judgment," says Lecky,
" had shivered Protestantism into countless
sects." In this hurly-burly, which was fast
becoming a civil war, the Lutherans lost,
the Calvlnists gained, but the common cause
suffered. It would be the task of genius to
better Macaulay's description of this wonderful
change in the tide of human affairs by which
the Popes, driven back to their Roman
ramparts, advanced f with freshly-recruited
legions a hundred years later almost to
the shores of the Baltic. " At first," writes
Macaulay, " the chances seemed to be de-
cidedly in favour of Protestantism; but the
victory remained with the Church of Rome*
On every point she was successful. If we
"leap over another half-century (from about
1580 to 1630) we find her victorious and